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JUNE 14 NEW YORK TIMES CARRIES LETTER FROM ARGENTINE 
GENERAL SAINT JEAN TO NEWSPAPER, AS WELL AS LATTER'S 
EDITORIAL RESPONSE. TEXT OF BOTH FOLLOW: 

QUOTE. ARGENTINA: 'ACCUSATIONS THAT LACK JUSTIFICATION' 

TO THE EDITOR: IN AN EDITORIAL PUBLISHED IN THE MAY 25 
ISSUE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES WORDS WERE PRINTED WHICH WERE 
SLANDEROUSLY ATTRIBUTED TO ME IN A LIBEL PUBLISHED IN 
EUROPE BY A GUERRILLA GROUP OP NORTORIOUS SUBVERSIVE 
MILITANCY ("ARGENTINA-THE PROCESS TO GENOCIDE," 

EDITORIAL ELLOS-QUEREJET;, MADRID 1977). THAT EDITORIAL 
ALSO ATTRIBUTED IDEAS AND AIMS TO ME, IN UTTER FALSENESS, 

PROMOTING THE ADOPTION OF MEASURES HARMFUL TO ARGENTINE 
SOVEREIGNTY UNDER THE PRETEXT THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO PUT 
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A HALT TO ALLEGED FASCIST TRENDS. 

AS THE GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OP BUENOS AIRES I AM 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE BASIC OBJECTIVES OF THE NATIONAL 
REORGANIZATION PROCESS ANNOUNCED ON MARCH 24, 1976. 

THESE OBJECTIVES ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE TOTALITARIAN 
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IDEOLOGIES WHICH DURING THE COURSE OF THIS CENTURY, HAVE 
PROMOTED THE DEGRADATION OF MAN, HIS DIGNITY AND FREEDOM. 
EASCISM, NATIONAL SOCIALISM, RACISM AND ALL OE THE EORMS 
OE GENOCIDE ARE AS INCONSISTENT WITH THE REPUBLICAN 
PHILOSOPHY OP THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BUENOS 
AIRES AS THE VARIOUS EORMS OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM. 

IT THUS TURNS OUT TO BE SURPRISING THAT THE NEW YORK 
TIMES EXPRESSES ACCUSATIONS THAT LACK ANY JUSTIFICATION; 

THAT HAVE NOT BEEN RAISED BY THE NUMEROUS CULTURAL 
ASSOCIATIONS POREIGN GROUPS AND CIVIC, ECONOMIC, LABOR OR 
SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS WHICH, UNDER THE PROTECTION OP 
EXISTING CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES, CARRY OUR PRAISEWORTHY 
ACTIVITIES OVER THE BROAD AREA OP THE TERRITORY OP THE 
PROVINCE.™ A GOVERNMENT OF OPEN DOORS SUCH AS OURS, A 
SIMPLE INQUIRY WOULD HAVE BEEN SUPFICIENT TO LEARN THE 
TRUTH. IBERICO MANUEL SAINT JEAN, BRIGADIER GENERAL (RET.) 

LA PLATA, ARGENTINA, JUNE 6, 1977. UNQUOTE. 

QUOTE. PROM THE EDITOR: THE WORDS ATTRIBUTED IN OUR 
EDITORIAL TO GENERAL SAINT JEAN CAME FROM A PUBLICATION 
THAT WE HAD REASON TO TRUST BUT WHICH IN THIS CASE HAS 
BEEN TARDY IN DEMONSTRATING THAT THEY WERE ACTUALLY 
UTTERED. 

STILL UNABLE TO PINPOINT THE QUOTATION, WE CERTAINLY 
REGRET HAVING USED IT AND HEREWITH OPPER OUR APOLOGY TO 
THE GENERAL. 
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THIS IN NO WAY RETRACTS OUR JUDGMENT THAT THE PRACTICES 
OP THE GOVERNMENT OP BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE, AND OP THE 
NATIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OP ARGENTINA ARE INCONSISTENT 
WITH HUMAN DIGNITY AND FREEDOM. THE PURPOSE OP OUR 
EDITORIAL WAS TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TWO; THE NATIONAL 
VIDEI.A GOVERNMENT, POR ALL ITS PAULTS, APPEARS TO US 
PLAINLY MORE MODERATE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND MORE SOPHISTI- 
CATED ON OTHER ISSUES THAN THE GROUP OP HARD-LINE 
CHALLENGERS TO WHICH GENERAL SAINT JEAN BELONGS. UNQUOTE. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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